Varicella vaccination coverage in Bavaria (Germany) after general vaccine recommendation in 2004.
Since 2004, general varicella vaccination has been recommended for all children 11-14 months of age in Germany. The objective of this study was to examine vaccination coverage in children and factors associated with parental acceptance during the first years after recommendation. In a regional surveillance area, cross-sectional parent surveys were conducted in 2006, 2007 and 2008 in random samples (n=600) of children aged 18-36 months; data were obtained for 372, 364 and 352 children, respectively. Parents were questioned on their child's varicella disease history, and on varicella vaccination status as recorded in the child's vaccination booklet. Overall coverage increased from 38% in 2006 to 51% in 2007 and stagnated at 53% in 2008; in susceptible children (without previous varicella disease until vaccination or time of survey) coverage was 42%, 61% and 59%, respectively. Recommendation by the paediatrician as reported by the parents increased from 48% (2006) to 57% (2007) and 60% (2008), and was the main independent factor associated with parental acceptance. In 32-35% of unvaccinated children parents had not yet decided whether to vaccinate against varicella. Additional programmes targeting paediatricians' and parents' acceptance of varicella vaccination are needed to achieve the WHO-defined goal of at least 85% coverage.